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wholly disinterested. Doubtless humanitarian
motives have often been at work, and the
objective aimed at in the village school, to
teach the children of the poor to read, write,
and to reckon, was in part a disinterested
object : doubtless too the work done under
the aegis of the Church has been vastly
beneficial outside the religious field altogether.
But we must remember that it is inside the
religious field that the work starts, and that
the particular religious motive has been always
there in the background : whether as part
of the Roman Catholic system of authority,
or in the national schools of a national society
representing the national Church, or in the
British and foreign schools based on a par-
ticular view of the Bible, or in the Sunday
schools founded in the interests of this or that
denomination, or in the village schools drowsing
under the shadow of the church spire and
dreaming not of the good citizen, but of the
good churchman, there has always been a
definite doctrine to be maintained and a
spiritual care to be exercised in a particular
direction. The schools have in fact been the
recruiting grounds from which soldiers were